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DEMOCRACY?
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DEMOC RACY7

OVERVIEW.

What sdemperaey? What are lts features? This chiapter bullds on a stmple
definiilon. of democracy. Siep by slep, we work oul the meaning of the
lerms involved dnthis definition. The alm here §s (o understand clearly the
bare minlmum fﬂaluﬁ-q of a democratic form of government. Aller golng
through {his Lha—.plfr we should be able to distinguish & democratic form
of ﬂ,mrernrurnl from a non-democratic government. Towards the end of
this chiapterawe step beyond this minimal ohjective and introduce a broader
idea of democracy.
_pl:mu-n-:cy ts the mast prevalent form of government in the world today
anid ds expanding (o more countries. But why is Il s0? Whal makes i
" better than other forms of government? That is the second big question
. that we lake up in this chapler,
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1.1 WHAT 1S DEMOCRACY?

You have .EI]!‘L*EII:[}' reead about different
formis all enl. On the basis ol
vour understanding of democracy
so far, menlloning a [ew examples
wiile down some comimon fealures of
= Democratic governments

= Non-democratlic governmenis

Why defins democracy?

Before we proceed further, lel us
first take note of an objection by
Merry. She does nol like this way
of delining democracy and wanls
lo ask some basic quesllons,
Her teacher Mattlda Lyngdoh
responds Lo her queslions, as olher
classmates join the diseussion:

Warry: Ma am, | don't ke this idea. First we spend
time discussang democracy and then we want
to find out the meaning of demogracy, | mean
logically shouldn t we have spproached it the
ot Wy rouna? Shouldn't the mreanieg have:
coms first and then the sxampie?

Lyngdoh Madam: | can ses your point. Bif fratis
not I-rn'.uweremnm pranyday fifs We use
worde likz pen raimor jove. Do wa waltta have

= dafindion of these words beforg we Las them?

Garma to think of &, do wa fiave cleardefindion

of thaze words? It is only by Using 2 word that ™

weyndaistand its meaning -

Me#ry:But thea why do we nead defirltions at a7

Lyngdoh Madam: We need a definifon 6ol when
Ve Cosme deroes 3 difficuly inthe uge Dfa'.l.Fuﬂl
Wearsed aﬂﬁﬁmhﬂnﬂfmnmﬂyw[mmwﬂhlnf
dstinguish iHrom: sy, dricts o cloudburst The
zame le troe for democracy. We nesd 3 dlear
dafinition enly because peopls usé fLfordiffecn
parmoses. Decause very ﬁﬂf&tﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂﬂ‘} aof gav-
Emmerts call themsalves democracy.

Pibtang But why do we {I:IBHIHQ,EI'TJTH an & defini-
tion? The other dayyolmitted Abrabam
Lingain to us: "D 5 gavemment of
the pecole, by e b2 e 3nd for the people”
Wein hﬁghﬂmﬂws nuled ourselves. That
e accapted by evaryane, Wiy do we nead to
charge that?

Lynodeh Madam | am nat saying we ne2d to
chrge i |tog fird this definition very besutfil.

o

But we dan't know If this Is:the best way of
defining unless we think about it ourssves. e
must Aol 2ccept somathing ust because il is
tamaous, just because Sveryona acoenis it

Yolanda ha'am. can | suggestsomethng? Wedon t
need to ook forany definbon. | read somewnaes
that the word democacy comes from a Grask
word ‘Temokratia . In Sresk ‘demos means
people and ‘fratia. meas ruje SodemecrEy s
ufe by tha penpie. This is the comect meaning.
Whers iz i reed to debate? _

Lynodoh Madam: That ks 2lso 3 very helphul way
of thinking about this matier | would |ist say
fhatihis dees notatways work A word does nat
remaiy tied 1o &= avigh. Justthink of computers.
Dhriginally they wem used for compalting. that = i
5y caleulating yesy difficult rrathematicalsums.
Thsseweie very powerful calculators But nowa
daye very tew people U commulars for comiplit:|

ingsuims. Thay skt for witing,for desigring!for

Estaning to miuel; aad for watching fils. Wrds I

remain the-2afne but ther meaning'san charge
with tirmie. h!m'lhnt?h'&yﬂﬁﬁfﬂ tey faok
atpwoignsstawed. N
Merry Wan}m basically what you ar& saying
i thatthiere 3 no shortcat to abr tninking abaut
the malter ourselyes W Miweto think aout ts
masing wrid evoive 3 dafinition
Lymgdoh Matiam Yo gt me right. Let s geton
with it nw &

%hCT VITY

‘take Lynadon Madam senously and try to
‘down the =xaet definition of some of fhe
simple words that wa pse all the ime: pen, r2in
and fove. mennlat there a way of defining 2
@En tr=t disti &5 It glzarly from a peoil, 2
s, 2 chalk of Grayon
» mmwummmm?
« What does i teach us 2boit understandina the
meaning of demcorcy?

A simple defimtion

Let us gel back 10 our discussion on
similarilles and differences amony
governments Lthat are callet
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democracies. One simple Ecior
common to all democracles Ls: (he
government Is chosen by the people,
We could (hus start with a simple
definltion: democracy is a form of
government in which the rulers are
elected by the people.

This |5 a useful starting poinl. This
definitlon allows us (o separale
democracy rom orms of government
that are clearly nol democratie, The
army rulers of Myvanmar were not
elected by the people. Those who
happened Lo be in control of the arrmy
bBecame the mlers ol the counlry.
People had no say in this decision.
Bictators like Pinochet (Chile) are not
clected by the people. This also
applies (o monarchies. The kings of
Saudi Arabla mle nol beeause the
people have chosen them to do so but

adequale.

because (hey happen to be born nto
the roval family.

This simple definition is not
It reminds us that
democracy |s preople's tule. But Fwe
use this definition i an unthinking
manner, we would end up calling
almost every governmenl thal holds
an eleclion a democracy. That would
be very misleading, As we shall find
out in Chapler 3, every governmenl
in contemporary world wanis (o be
called a democtacy, even I 1L 18 nol
so. That Is why we need Lo carefully
distinguish between a government
that is a democracy and one Lhat
pretends Lo be one. We can'do <o by
understanding cach word fn this
definition carefully and’ ‘speiing oul
the features of a‘democratic

government.
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1.2 FEATURES OF DEMOCRACY

We have slaried willh a simple
delinlton thal democracy is a form
of government in which the rulers
are elected by the people. Tlils
raises many gquestions:

« Who are the rulers In this
definition? Which officlals musl
be clected for any government (o
be called a demoeracy? Which
decislons may be laken by non-
elected officials in a democracy?

= Whal kind of election constiiules
a democralic election? Whalt
conditions must be fulfilled for-an
clection to be considered
democratic?

= Who are the people who can elect
ihe mulers or get elecied as mlers?
Shiould Uhis fnclude every cilizen on
an equal basis? Can a democracy
deny some citizens this right?

= Finally., whal kind of a form of
government Is democracy? Can
clected malers do whatlever they

warl n a democracy? Or musi a

democratle government functlon

with some |imits? s Il necessary

[or a democracy o respecl some

rights of the cilzens?

Let us conslder each of these
questlons with the help ol some
examples,

- b

Musharral led a military coup in
Oclober 19949, He overthrew a
demovralically elected government
and declared himself the "'Chief
Executive’ of the country. Later he
changed his deslgnation to Preshident
and In 2002 held a referendum In
the country thit granted him a [Ve-
year extensiortl Pakistanl media,
buman fghts organisations and
demogracycactivists sald that the
refletendum was  hased on

IN AL-BA'ATH PARTY.
IS THAT CLEAR 7?
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malpractices and fraud. In August
2002 he issued a "Legal Framework.
Order’ that amended fthe
Constiiution of Pakistan .A.c‘t‘nrdlng
to this Order. the President can
dismiss the nationaland provineclal
assemblies. The work of the civilian,
cabinel 1s supervised by a Natonal
Securily Covacll which s’
dominated by military olicers After
passing.this law, elections wére
held 16 (he palonal and provinctal
assembMes, So Pakidian has had
elections, elected represenlalives
have some powers. Bul the final
power rested with mililary officers
and General*Musharmal himsell
Cleagiy, there are many reasons
why Pnkis'l.m under General
Musharraf should not he called a
democracy. Bul lel us focus onoong

‘ofthese. Can we say Lhat the tolers

@arg elected by the people In

Pakistan? Not quite: People may

have elected their representatives to
the mnational and provincial
assemblies but those elecled
representatives were nol really Lhe

Wirar 5 Desocaacy? Wiy Diemocaacy?

rulers, They cannol take the [lnal
decisions. The power 1o take [nal
declsion resied with army officials
and with General Musharrall and
none of them were cleclted by the
people. This happens In many
diciatlorshilps and monarchiles, They
formally have an elecied parllament
and government but the real power
ts with these who are not elected,
In 2 lew counlries. the real power
wns with some exicrnal powers and
not  wtth  locally elected
represeniatives. This cannol be
called people's mle:

This gives us the first fealure. Ina
democracy the final decision-
making power must restwith those

elected by the people.
rree apd Ta™ slectors
competNios

In China, ‘elections are regularly
held wafter every five years for
electing the country’s parliament.
called Quanguo Renmin Daibiao
Tahui [National People's Congress).
The National People's Congress has
‘the power Lo appoint the President
of the ¢ountry. It has nearly 3,000
members elecled [rYom all over
China. Some members are elected
by the army. Before conicsiing
elections, a candidale needs the
approval of the Chinese Communisi
Party. Only those who are members
of the Chinese Communist Party or
elght smaller parties allied to it were
allowed (0 comtest elections held in
2002-03. The govermment Is aiwavs
formed by the Coammunist Pariy.
Since (ts independence in 1930,
Mexico holds elections afier every
six years to elect its President. The
couniry has never been under a
military or dictator’s rule. But until
2004 every election was won by a



party called PRI [Instilutional
Revolutlonary Pariy). Opposilion
parties dld conlest electlons, bul
never managed to win. The PRI was
known o use many dirty (ricks (o
win elections. All those who were
employed fn governmenlt offices
had o attend Ils party meetings.
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Teachers of governmenl schools fitied Buiding
nsed to force parents to vote [or Lthe Demociaty aisd Wik
PRI. Media largely ignored the Mrzt publissad [ &
aclivities of opposition polilical Lty -|-.__. tin
parties except to criticise them. qublizatian What da
Sometimes the polling booths were marsyhiags 3 :mif-’a
shified from one place to another in herePGauid thi
the fast minute, which made i cartagr |F11» i g
diMicult for prople Lo cast their voles. Triiizd

The PRI spent a large sum of money
in the campaign lor its candidates.

Should we conslder the eleclions
described above 55 examiples al
people electing thetr rulers? Reading
these examples we gel a sense (hal
we cannol., There are many probleins
here. In China the elections do nol
offer Lhe people any serious cholce.
They have (o choase the miling party

ard the candidntes approved by 1L-

Can we call this a cholce? In the
Mexican example, people seemed o
really have a cholee but in practice
they had no cholee, Therewas no
way the ruling party wcould be
defeated, even f people were afialns
it. These are not fair elections.

We can thus add a second fealure
to our understanding of democracy.
Huolding elections of any kind'is noi
sufficient. The elections miust oifer
a real choice between political
alternatives. And I should be
passible or people tousedtis cholee
(o remove the existng rulers, Il they
wish so. So. a’democracy must be
based on a free and fair election
where those currently in power
have a fair chance of losing. We
shall find oul more aboul a
demueralle election in Chapter 3.

One peispn wone veis
ane _\Vajue
Emiﬁﬂrﬁdﬂiﬁml]mlhr

for democracy was llukéd to lhc
%ﬂuTsmnd for umiversal: adult franchise,

principle lias now come (o be
accepled alimast all over the world. Yet

‘Ihkre are many inStances of dental of

expual rigit 0 yole

« Lintil 2005, 1n Saud! Ambla women
cligd nol have (he right (o vole,

« Estonia has made Us cllizenship
riles in such a way hal pesple
Belonging Lo Russian minority
Tind 1t difficult 1o get the right (o
vole,

e In Fijt. the electoral system is
such that (he vote of an
indigenous Fiji has more value
than that of an Indian-Fijjan.
Democracy 1s based on a

fundamental principle of political

equality. That gives us the third

feature of democracy: in a

democracy, each adult citizen must

have one vote and each vote must
have one value. We shall read more

about It in Chapier 3.

Bemocranc Poumes
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Zimhabwe attained independence
from White minority rule’in 1980,
Since then the countey hes been
ritled by ZANU-PE, the party that led
the freedom streiggle Tes leader,
Robert Mugabe, riled (he connkry
since fndepéndenee. Elections were
held regularly and always won by
ZANU-PF. President Mugabe was
popularbut algo used unfaly practices
in elections. Qver-the years his
governmenlt changed (he constitution
several Hmes to Increase the powers
of the President and make him less
accounlable, Opposilion party
workers were harassed and their
nigeting dismipled. Public protests
and demonstralions againsl the
government were declared illegal.
There was 5 law that limited the right
to criticise the President. Television
and radio were controlled by Lhe
government and gave only the
ritllinyg parivs yversion. There were
independent newspapers but the

Witar 5 Desincaace? Wi Dewocracy?

governmeni +harassed those
journalistsawho went against i The
government ignored some courl

Judgments that went against it and

pressurised judges. He was foreed
out‘ol oflice In 2017.
The cxample ol Zimbabwe shows

ihizl populier apprival of the milss is

necessary In a democracy, bul 1 s
nol sufficlent. Popular govermmenis
can be undemocratic. Popular leadens
can be autocralle. fwe wish (o assess
a democracy, It Is iImpartant (o look
at the elections. But It 1s equally
important Lo ook before and after the
elections. There should be sufliclent
room for normal politics] activity,
inchding palilical oppestidon, in the
period before elpctions, This requires
that the state should respect some
basic rights of the citizen. They should
b free (o (hink, to have opinions. (o
express Lthese in public, to form
associalions, 1o protest and take other
political aclions. Everyone shmild be
equal in the eyesof law. These rights
mittst be prolected by an independent

?



mdiciary whose orders are oheyed by
everyone. We shall read more abont
these righis tn Chapler 5.

Himilarly, there are some conditions.
that apply to the way a government
is run after the eleclions.

whalever Il lkes, simiply becatse L
lias won an eleclion. L has (o respect
some basic rules. In particulacil has
o respect some guarantees o the

minoritizs. Every major declsion has

lo go through a series of
cansullations. Every affice bearer has
cerlaln rights and responsibilites
assigned by the conslitution'and the
law. Each of these is aptountable not
orly to the people il wso (o olher
independent officials. We shall read
mare about (higwm Chapter 4.

Both these aspects give us the fourth
and final featiore of democracy:
a democratic government rules
within limits set by constitutional
law and eitizens’ rights.

A 2

democratic governmeni cannot do’

AUmary detiMd oy ==

Let us suoy up the discussion so {ar.
We started with a stmple definition
thal democracy is a form of
government in which the rulers are
elected by the people. We found that
this definitlon was nol adequale
uniess we expiained some of the key

warmdg used in il Through a series af

examples we worked out four featires
of democracy as a form ol

Jovernment. Accordingly, democracy

is a form of government in which:

e Rulers elected by the people take
all the major decisions;

e Elections offer a cholee and fair
opportunity to the people lo
change the current rulers;

e This cholce and opporiunity iIs
available o all the people on an
equal basts: and

& The execise of this cholee leads
to a government mited by basic
rules of the constitution and
citizens’ rights.

Bemocranc Poumes
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Read these five sxamples of working or denial of demooracy. Matoh each of these with the relevant
featurs of demooracy discussed ahove.

CHECK &ampie Foature
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OGRESS quiifed by the 2dvice given to him by slected mpresentatives. —
Mary Tamil workers wia migrated from India wers nmml for Hights.

rol given & Aht to vote in B Lanka =

The king intposed 2 ban an palitical oatherings,

The Indian Supreme Court Reld that tha dissolution of

Blliar assambly was unconstiutional

govemnment should rufe the sountry 3t the time of 2lections st

One person one vote

1.3 WHY DEMOCRACY?

An argument broke out in Madam  Jeni: Whatever, how, dﬂ_g‘-{ﬁiﬁf a differenca?
Lyngdol's class. She had finished  The poin is thalthis oan 1 be the best form of
teaching (he previous section o Jovemment Dameesscy s al abouf chacs in-
whal Is democracy and asked the stabilltygermuption@nd hypogrisy; Palticians
studeits If they thought dﬁmﬁﬂv ightamangthemselves-Whe cares for the coun-
was (he besl form of ﬁ:m;rmmnl Rl
W backio the Briish ruleT Invite-soma kings to
Debating mey ﬂ'm AT [, Mieihis country?
: E rr- 1 '.. r: I-! 1 - b 4 Bhbe:{dm‘t.iamwlﬂﬂnk#ﬂthhuam?ﬁé&tﬁs:
. W\ s aahong lBader comeona who doss not Rave
Yolanda: We v In adénm;mnmm Mmﬁ 1o bather about elegtiong and pariament Qo
the wirld Geonie want demipcracy. Eﬂﬂﬂﬁm lzader shiolld Mave 2l (e powsrs He should
wera qofdemoraic earfier ambecoming demo- g atve 1o do whatsusr is negdad in country's
ortic riow_All reat peopis Haye'said misethings Inferast That 2lone can remave cormugtion and
abbut democacy. @m that demiseracy govarty from this country.
i the bast? Do i ndk to debiate this? Someone shouted: That is called dictatneship!
Tanakini: But Lyndloh Malléin had sid weshould  Hok: What i that perean starts ueing all these pow-
netaccept sgmaihing st becdise isfamous, v for himsaif and His Tamily? What if ha s
|ust begaisTayesyune slea accegis it lsn't it comupt himself?
possible hal.averyone iz following awronD  Rose: | am speaking onty of he horsst, sincere.
R and strang leader
Japi-¥es, it actually = 3 wrong path ‘Wrat has  Hoi; But that & not fir You are comparing 2 read
- ' eracy brovaht o our country? Seven democracy with an jdeal digtatoship
I wiant 1o LT ﬂEEaﬂEé of democracy and there 3 €0 mUBh  We should compare an ideal with an ideal, the
Lymiotioh Mazafne © Poverty inthe country, real with the real. Go and check the record of
Class! That souncs  Pibiang: But whit has democracy gottodowitn  dictators in reatfife: They are most carmupt, self-
ke 2 demorratic 17 Dows have poverty becausawe aredemo-  jeband brutal. s justthat wedon't getto know
classranm cratio or do we have poverty despita beinga . - ahout this, And what is worse, you can't even
Dossnin?  democracy? getrid of them

Wiuar 5 Besocaacy? Wav Diemocnacy? a



Madam Lyngdsh was Ustening (o
this discugsion with interest. Now
she stepped in: 1 was delighted to
see you all arguing so passtonalely.
| dory't know who is right and who
is wrong. That Is lor you to settle.
But [ did leel that you all wanted Lo
speak vour mind. Yon may have fell
very bad Il scmeone bied to stop you
or II someone punished yvou [or
saving what vou fell, Would you be
able (o do that in a couniry that Is
nol democralic? Is thal a good
argument for democracy?

: Q- hudpis

Thlb t‘ﬂltwr‘-ﬂllﬂﬁ haﬂ. most of the

arguments that we routinely hear

against democracy. Let us go over
some of these arguments:

» Leaders RKeep changing In a
demncracy. This leads (o instahility.

= Democracy s all about political
competition and power play. There
is no scope for morality.

=50 many people have to be
consulled In a déemocracy Lhat it
Ieads o delays.

s Elecied leaders do nol know the
best Interest of the people. 1t leads
to bad decisions.

= Demhocracy leads o cormipllsn [or
It is hase] on elestoral compelition.

« Oridinary people don’t Know what

is gooid for them: they shaould rel

decide anything,

Are there some other arguments
against democracy that yoti can
think of? Which of these arﬂurm:ms
applles mainly Lo dem m_laﬂ}".? Which
ol these can apply Lo misuse af Ay
form of government? Which of these
do you agree wi

Clearly, democracy Is nol a
magical sohition for all the
probiems. 1l has not ended poverty
in our couniry and in other paris of
the world. Democracy as a form of
government only ensures that

10

people take thelr own decistons:
This does not guaranies thal their
decistons will be good. People can
make mistakes. Involving the people
in these decisions does |ead
lo delays in decision making. It
is also true that democracy leads
to frequent changes In leadership.
Somellmes Lhis can sel back
big deecisions and allect Lhe
government’s elficiency.

These argumenls show (hat
democracy of the kind we see may
nait be the Ideal form of government.
Hul that is nol a gquestion we face In
real lfe. The real question we face
is different: is democracy betler than
other lorms of government thal are
there for us W choose from?
Arguments for cemociac)

China's famfnie r-f IQEFI l%i was
the worst regorded famine 40 world
history, Nearly.three crore people
died in this famine. During those
days. India’s economic eandition
was ol much belicr than China. Yel
fdia did not have a famine of e

ikind China hail. Economists think

Fomes
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Wilia! wolld fave
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wias no=
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that this was a result of different
government peolicies In the two
couniries, The exisience of
democracy in India made the
Indian government responi to food
searcily in a way thal the Chinese
government did not. They point out
thial no large-scale famine has ever
taken place in an independent and
democratic countey. Il China too had
mulliparty eleclions, an oppasilion
party and a press free (o crillcise the
govermment, then so many people
may nol have died in the famine.
This example trings oul one of the
reasons why democracy 1s considered
the best form of government.
Bemocracy Is belter than any other
form of govermment in respanding (o
lhe needs ol the people. A non-
democratic goverranent may and can

respond (o the people’s needs. hat'w

all depends on the wishes of the "

people who mule. If the rulers doni
want lo, they don't have (o act
according o the wishes of the people.
A demoeracy requires that he rulers

have to attend {6 the needs of the
people. A democratic government is.

a better government because it isa
more accountable f{[fl:ﬁ-? of

-

There |5 another regason why
democracy should lead Lo beller
decistons than auy non-democratic
governmenl. Demeeracy |s based on
consullation and’ discusston. A
democralie deelsion always involves
many ‘pérsons, discusslons and
meelings: When a number of people
pi their heads together, they are
abledo point oul possible mistakes

. in any decision. This talkes time. Bul
there s a big advantage I taking

‘time over important decisions. This
reduces the chances of rash or
irresponsible decisions. Thus
democracy improves the guality
of decision-making.
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This is related to the third
L. Democracy provides a

method to deal with differences
and conflicts. In any sociely people
are bound (o have dilferences of
opinions and interests. These
differences are particularly sharp in
a country like ours which has an
amazing social diversity. People
belong Lo differenl regions, speak
differenl languages, pracllse
different religlons and have different
casles. They look al the world very
differently and have different
preferences, The preferences of one
group can clash with thoseof other
groups. How do we resalve such a
conflict? The conflicLean be 'solved
by brutal power. Whichever group
1s more powerful will' dictate s
terms and others will have to aceept
that. But ﬂ}lﬂ would lead to
resentment and unhappiness.
Differeni groups may not be able (o
live together for long in such a way.
Demoeracy provides Lhe only
peaceful solulion to this problem. In
democracy. no one is a permanent
winner. No one is a permanent loser.

“Dfferent groups can live wilh one

anolher peacelully. In a diverse
country lke India, democracy keeps
our country (ogether.

These three argumenis were aboul
the elfects of democracy on the
quality of governmenlt and social Iife.
Bul the strongesl argument for
democracy s nol aboul whal
democracy does to the government.
Il 15 about what demoeracy does Lo
the cittzens. Even I democracy does
not bring about better decdsions and
accountahle government, i Is still
better than other forms of
government, Democracy enhances
the dignity of citizens. As we
discussed above. democracy is
based on the principle of political
equalily. on recognising thal the



poorest and the lrast educated has
the same stalus as Lhe rich and the
educated. People are not subjects of
a ruler. they are the rulers
themselves. Even when they make
mistakes, they are responsible for
thelr conduct.

Finally, democracy is better than
other forms of government because
it allows us to correct its own
mistakes. As we saw above, here s
no guaranlee that mistakes cannol
b made in democracy, No form of
governmen| can guaraniee thal, The
advanlage In a democracy 1s thatl
such mistakes cannol be hidden lor
long. There Is a space for public
discussion on these mistakes. And

there s a room for correction. Either

Faleshand thEﬂﬂrmaE_ﬂ:’l a

the rulers have to change their
deg¢lsions, or the rilers can he
changed. This canpmot happen In a
non-democralic government.

Let us sum i up. Democracy
cannol get us everything and = not
the solution Lo all problems. But it
Is clearly beller than anv olher
dllernative tial we know. 1L ollers
beiter chances of a good decision,
it is likely (o respecl people’s own
wishes and allows dilferent kinds of
people to live together. Even when
il fails lo do some of these things, 1L
allows a way of correcting ILs
mistakes and offers more dignity to
all eliizens. That s why democracy
s considered the best form of

SOVErnment,
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inle: [t showed that no demaocrocy has &var gans fo warwith apoiner

demoscmsy. Wars takEnjaceanly when one-of the two goemmants i npn-demosatic: Thearticke 2ald
that this weas & gredi.mert of demacracy, After reading the essay, Rajesh and Muzaffar had differsnt
reactions: Rajesh sajd that this was not 3 good argumant for democraoy, was justa mater of changs:
ft-is possiblethat in fufure dempcracies may have wars: Muzafiar said thal it could aot b2 mager of
chatice: Democracies take desisions insuch 2 way that it reduces fhe chanoes of war Which of the two

positions do youagres with and why?
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cartimetits on tha In this chapier we have considered
sblshesisne pbpe  tHe meaning of democracy in a
ity e o limited and descriptive sense. We

hiave undersiood democracy as a
form of government. This way of
dellning democracy helps us Lo
idenlily & clear sel ol minlmal
fealures thal a democracy musi
have. The mosl comnon form thal
democracy lakes in our (imes 1s that
of a represeriative democracy. You
have already read about this in the
previows classes. In the countrics we
call democracy, all the people do nol
rule. A majority Is allowed 1o (ake
decisions on behall ol 3l the people.
Even the majorily does not rule
direcUy. The majority of people mile
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1.4 BROADER MEANINGS OF DEMOCRACY

through ther elected representatives.
This become necessary becanse:
= Modern democracies involve such

a large number of people that it Is

physically impossible for them o

sil togelther and take a collective

derision.

= Even Il they could, e citizen does
nol hiave the lime, the desire or the
skills to take parl In all the
decislons.

This gives us a clear bul mintmal
understanding of democracy. This
clarity helps us to dislinguish
democractes from non-democracies.
But ¢t does not allow us (o
distinguish between 4 democracy
and a good democracy. 1t does not
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allow us to see the operalion of
democracy beyond government. For
this we need (o turn to broader
meanings of democracy.
Somelimes we use democrany for
organisations other than the
government. Just read these
slatemenis:
= “We are @ vory democraiic Jamily.
Whiersireer a dectston has (0 be (aken,
we all sit down and arfive al a
consensis, My opmiton matiers as much
a5y fathers.”
=~ don't ke teachers who do nol allow
sttckenits fo spealk and ask questins n
the chass. Hpould ke to have wachers
it democmile (Enpermmenl”
= O wader and s famity members
dextcle everythog m this party, Houw oan
they latk of democracy ™
These ways of using the ward
democracy go back to lls basic
sense of a method of taking
decisions, A democratic declsion
involves consultation with and
consert of all those who arealfected
bw that decision. Those who are nol
powerful have the same say in
taking the decision as those who are
power{ul. This can apply loa
government or a famlly or any other
organisatlon. Thus demderacy Is
dlso a principle thal uanht.; app]lt:ﬂ
io any sphere of life. .
Somellmes we use the wuz;j
democracy nol to describe amy”
existing governmenit but to sel up
an tdeal standard thal nll
demucracies musl aim o hbt'm:l-r
= “True democracy will conle, o this
COUmIry oredly uien nm',lle ey humgmy
{o beet”
= "In a democragy ﬂrery tﬂlﬂ"ﬂ must be
abie to play equalrole m dectsion
makmg. For this yoie don’t need pust an
equal right to pofie. Every oitizen needs
to have equal information, basic
eduration, eguat resources and a i af
commmiimetil.”
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If we take these |deals serjously,
then no countiry in the world 1s a
democracy, Yet an understanding of
democracy as an ideal remitnds us
of why we value democracy. It
enables us to judge an exisiing
democracy and identilv iis
weaknesses, It helps us lo
distingulsh belween a minimal
demorracy and a good democracy.

In 'this book we do nol deal much
with this expanded molion of
demopcracy, Our [ocus here Is with
some core institutional features of
democtacy as a form of government.
Next year you will vead more about
g demaocratic soclely and ways of
evaluating our democracy, At this
stage we Jusl need to note thal

democracy can apply Lo many
spheres of lifeand that democracy

m my vilese M2

ram =St

| -4
m=sE NS

demoo=ic?

can take manyforms, There can be

various ways of faking decisions i
a democratie manner. as longas the
basteprinciple of consul{ation on an
eqaal I;lﬂsi; is accepled. The most
common’ form of democracy in
taday’s world fs rule (hrough
‘people’s elected gepresentatives. We
“shall read mrore about that In
Chapter 8. Bul il the communily Is
small_ tlib,n: can be other ways of
taking democralic dectsions. All the
pmplr can sit logether and lake
decislons direclly. This Is how
Gram Sabha should work in a

ﬁliagt Can you think ol some ather

democratic ways of dectsion making?
ESACTIVITY

Fmd outhe total numbar of eligible vatars inyouwr
afsembly constizency and your parii@mentary
consfitiancy. Find oot how many peonle can ft
intatha largest stadium in yourarea: |s it possitle
forallthe voters in your parfiamentary or assemoly
canstifuency fo sd togathenand havea meaningiul
Fiscussion?
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This also means that no country
Is a perlect democracy, The features
of democracy that we discussed In
this chapter provide only the
minimum condillons of a
demmocracy. That does nol make it
an ideal democracy. Every
democracy has o by Lo reallse the
Ideals of a democratle decision-
making. This cannot be achieved
onee and [or all, This requires &
consiant efflort to save and
sirenglhen democralic forms of
dectsion-making. What we do as
citizens can make a differenee o
making our country muore or less

the weakness of democracy: the fate
of the couintry depends not just on
what the milers do, but mainly on
what we, as citizens, do.

This is whal distinguished
democracy from other governments.
Other forms of government like
monarchy, dictalorship or éne-parly
rule do nol reqguire all cilizens o
take part in pollies. In [Eet miost
non-democratic governments
wotild like cillzens nol to lake pait
In palitics: Bul democracy depends
an active polilical participation by
all the citbzens, That 1s why a study
of democracy musl ﬁm_pﬁ on

democratic. This is the strength and

democralle politles,

exercises 1

Here Is some imlormatlon aboul [our counlries. 'E:!si:d on Lhis

informallon. how would ynu"tt]asaﬂj cach ol ihese countries. Wrile

‘democratle’, undemocratit™or ‘not sure’ againsl each of these.

a Country A: People u,alm'tlu not ar:mpl I'h;: mpnh}- s afficial religion
do not Have a right iuupﬁr !

b Country B: The Samie pany has h:.-m winmng elections for the last
twenty years:

¢ Country C: R}ﬂh}%ﬂpﬂﬂ}fhﬂ& lost in the last (hree elections,

d .Cmmtw n: T'hﬂe no mdepr_nﬂcnl clection commission.

Here Is hﬂmz lnl'nrmallnr! al:rljtll [our countries, Based on s

informalion, how wodld yvou classily cach of these countries. Wrile

‘i!u:rnnn-aur undmmﬂim or ‘nol sure againsl each af these.

& Eountry P: The ‘paritamenl cannol pass a law aboul the army
wilhout thncmml ol the Chiel of Army.

b CountrvQ: The parifament cannot pass a law reducing the powers
of the Judittary.

¢ Coptriry R: The country’s leaders cannol sign any trealy with
annlhf.ar country withoui taking permisston from its netghbouring
“eouniry.

o d County S0 All the major econontic decistons about the country

-are Laken by ollivials of Lhe central bank which the minisiers cannol
change.
Which of these s not a good argumen! in [avour of democracy? Why?
People feel ree and equal in a demoeracy.
Demovracies resolve conflict in 4 beller way than others.

Democratic government is mare accountable to the people.
Democracies are more prosperous Lhan others.

(= W -
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Each of these statements contains a democratic and an undemocratic

element, Write out the lwo separately for each slatement.

o A minister sakd that some laws have 10 be passed by the parliament
in order to conform (o the refulations decided by the Warld Trade
Organisation (WTO).

b The Election Commission ordered re-polling in a constituency
wihtere large-scale rigging was reported.

¢ Women's represenlilon ln the parllamenl has barely reached 10
per cerit. This led women's orgasisations (o demand one-third seals
for women. '

Which of these Is not i valld reasoii for arguing (that there is a lessér

possibilily of lamine in a democraile country?

a Opposition parties can draw attention (o hunger and starvation.

b Free press can reporl suffering from famine in different parts of
the country.

¢ Governmenl lears s defeal in the next electlons,

d Peaple are free Lo belleve in and practise any religion.

There are 40 villages in a district where the govermment has made,
no pravision for drinking water, These villagers'met and considered -,

many methods of foreing the government torespond to ihf:ir ng;:d“
Which of these 1s not a democratic method? R

a Filing a case in the courts clatming thal wateris part ufr@:ltﬂﬂl’:
b Boycotting the nexi elections to givea message toall {Eﬂh':&l,

¢ Organising public meetings againsi government's palicies;

d Paying money to government officials lo'gel waters, .

Wrile a response Lo the fnllﬂwtng argﬂnmnts agﬁmsﬁ democracy:

o Army is the mest djsdplimd“miﬂ corruplion-frée organlsalion In
the country. Therelore armyshould male the coumiiry.

b Rule of the majority iivans the rale uf“igrlﬂranl people. Whal we
neal 1s (he rule aflthe wise, evendl lhey are in small numbers.

¢ Ifwe want religions leaders (o guide us in spirifual matiers, why
nol inwvile them (o gulde us In mflllfs as well. The couniry should
be ruled by religlous lvmk*h. )

Are (he following slau:mﬂ]m in keeplng with democracy as a

value? Why? :

a Father o dau;_,h!er | don't want to hear your opinlon aboul vour
marriage. in’ uﬁr family children marry where the parents tell them
to.

b Teacher tg siudEﬂl Don't disturh my concentration by asking me
qummmh the classroam,

¢ Employee to the officer: Our working hours must be reduced
according to the law.

Caonsider the following facts about a country and dectde if you would

call il a democracy. Give reasons o support your declsion.
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All the citizens of the coumtry have right (o vote. Elections are held
regularly.

The counity took loan from international agencies. One of the
conditions for giving loan was that the government would reduce
1t expenses on education and health

People speak more than seven langoages bul education is avallable
only in one language, the language spoken by 52 percent people
of that courntry.

Several organisations have glven a call for peacelul demonstrations
-and natlon wide sirikes in the country o oppdse (hese polleles.
Govermment has ammested Lhese leaders.

The governmen! owns Lhe radio and (elevision In the couniry, All
Ahe newspapers have lo gel permission rom the gwernment (o
publish any news aboul government's policies and prolests.

in 2004 a report published tn USA pointed to the nmr:asmg
inequalities tn that country. Inequalities in income refieéled'in {he
participation of people tn democracy. It also shaped thetr abilfties to
influence the decisions taken by the gnvtmme:rlh The report
highlighted that:

o I an average Black Gmily éarns § 100 then ﬂIEﬁltﬂIﬂE of average
White family ts 3 162, AWhite family haa t‘ﬁ'ﬂi’ﬂ‘lﬂ'ﬁﬂ more wealth
than the average Black family.

In & President’s ek “nearly 8 mu,.ﬂf 10 !ﬂdlﬂduﬂls in families
with income over § 75000 have wted! These people are the top
200 of the poputationin terms ofLbetrficome. On the other hand
only 5 people out'of 10 frony lamilies with income less than §
15.000 haveyoled. They are the Bottom 20% of the papulation in
terms af their eome.

Aboul B5% contribulion to ﬂ:u: palitical pariles comes [rom the
rich. This gives them ui;pununﬂ\r to express their opinfons and
‘concernis. which Is ol avallable Lo most cllizens.

 As poor sections participale less in politics, the government does
“not Usien lo l];tr'tr cancerns — coming out of poverty, gelling job,

education health care and housing for them. Pollticans hear most
regularly abont the concerns of business persans and the rich,

Write an cssé}.! an ‘Democracy and Poverty” using the information
ghrmlrl liilﬁ report but using examples from indla.

Most nf.'ﬂ&pap:rs have an edilortal page. On (hal page the newspaper
pablishes its own opintons sbout current alfairs. The paper also publishes
Ahe views of other writers and intellectuals and letters writlen by the
- readers, Follow any one newspaper for one month and collect editorials,
. articles and lettess on Lhat page that have anyihing (o do with democracy.
‘"Classify these into the [ollowing calegories:

Constitutional and legal aspects of democracy
Citizens’ righis

Electoral and parly politics

Crilicism of democracy
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